
This action is to approve a cooperative agreement between the City of San Marino and the County of 
Los Angeles to provide financing and delegation of responsibilities for the Circle Drive over Virginia 
Road bridge replacement project in the City of San Marino and adopt the resolution declaring Circle 
Drive over Virginia Road, which is within the City of San Marino, to be a part of the County System of 
Highways.

SUBJECT

September 18, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR
CIRCLE DRIVE OVER VIRGINIA ROAD BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT

ADOPT RESOLUTION FOR JURISDICTION
CITY OF SAN MARINO-COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)
(4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1.  Find that the project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act.

2.  Adopt the resolution declaring Circle Drive from 200 feet west of to 200 feet east of the bridge 
over Virginia Road, which is within the City of San Marino, to be a part of the County System of 
Highways.

3.  Approve and instruct the Chairman of your Board to sign the cooperative agreement with the City 
of San Marino to provide financing and delegation of responsibilities for the replacement of the 
bridge on Circle Drive over Virginia Road.  The agreement provides for the County of Los Angeles to 
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perform the preliminary engineering and administer construction of the project and to apply for 
Federal Highway Bridge Program funding to finance the Federally reimbursable portion of the project 
cost.  The agreement further provides that the City of San Marino will assign its Federal Surface 
Transportation Program-Local funds to the County and deposit other City funds with the County to 
finance the non-Federally reimbursable portion of the project cost.  The total project cost is estimated 
to be $3,099,000 with the City's share of the non-Federally reimbursable portion of the project cost 
estimated to be $300,000.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended action is for your Board to approve a cooperative agreement with 
the City of San Marino to provide financing and delegation of responsibilities for the design and 
construction of the Circle Drive over Virginia Road bridge replacement project and adopt the 
enclosed resolution declaring Circle Drive over Virginia Road, which is within the City of San Marino, 
to be a part of the County System of Highways.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Integrated Services Delivery (Goal 3).  By 
improving the subject bridge, residents of the City and nearby unincorporated County communities 
who travel on Circle Drive will benefit and their quality of life will be improved.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.

The project is entirely within the City.  The County will administer the project under the Federal 
Highway Bridge Program covered by Agreement No. 71078 with the State of California.  Under this 
program, Federal-aid funds will be used to finance a portion of the project cost.  The non-Federally 
reimbursable portion of the project cost will be financed by the City.
 
The total project cost is estimated to be $3,099,000 with estimated Federal reimbursement of 
$2,799,000 and the City's cost estimated to be $300,000.  In addition to the construction contract 
cost, the total project cost includes the cost of plans, specifications, consultant services, survey, 
material testing, construction engineering, inspection, contract administration, change order 
contingency, contribution to the Contract Cities Liability Trust Fund, and other County services.

The necessary funds required for this project is included in the Fifth Supervisorial District's Road 
Construction Program in the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Road Fund Budget.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The enclosed agreement has been approved, as to form, by County Counsel and executed by the 
City.

Sections 1685 and 1803 of the California Streets and Highways Code provide that the Board of 
Supervisors of any county may enter into contracts or agreements with the legislative body of any 
city for the purposes of more efficient construction or repair of streets and roads within the city.  This 
proposal is also authorized and provided for by the provisions of Sections 6500 and 23004 et seq. of 
the Government Code.
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The enclosed cooperative agreement provides for the County to perform the preliminary engineering 
and administer construction of the project under the Federal Highway Bridge Program.  The City will 
finance the non-Federally reimbursable portion of the project cost by assigning its Federal Surface 
Transportation Program-Local funds to the County and by depositing additional City funds.  The 
City's actual cost will be based upon a final accounting after completion of the project.  

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority has established procedures that 
permit the transfer of Federal Surface Transportation Program-Local funds between public agencies. 
 The approval of the enclosed cooperative agreement is required under these procedures.  This 
transfer of funds is mutually beneficial to and in the general interest of the City and the County.

Sections 1700-1702 of the California Streets and Highways Code provide that the Board of 
Supervisors of any county may, by a resolution adopted by a four-fifths vote of its members, declare 
any highway in the county lying in whole or in part within a city to be a county highway for certain 
purposes, including improvement.  The governing body of the affected city may consent to the 
relative portion of the highway within its jurisdiction being included as part of the county highway 
system.  Thereafter, the Board of Supervisors of the county may acquire right of way, construct, 
maintain, improve, or repair such highway in the same manner as other county highways.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to Section 15302(c) of the CEQA guidelines and Class  2(e) of the Environmental 
Reporting Procedures and Guidelines adopted by your Board on November 17, 1987.  These 
exemptions provide for the replacement of existing facilities involving little or no expansion of 
capacity.  The City is the lead agency for this project and the project was found to be exempt from 
CEQA by the City Council on July 27, 2012.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Circle Drive over Virginia Road is entirely within the City's jurisdictional boundary.  The project is 
scheduled to be advertised for construction bids in the spring of 2013, pending the City's consent to 
jurisdiction and the County obtaining the necessary Federal and State approvals.  The jurisdiction 
will be relinquished after completion of the project. 

At the conclusion of the project, the City will continue to maintain and operate the project at the City's 
expense.  There is no impact on current County services.
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CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter, the two original cooperative agreements, and the two 
resolutions to the Department of Public Works, Programs Development Division.

GAIL FARBER

Director

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)
County Counsel
Executive Office

Respectfully submitted,
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